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The experts warn we're at the dawn of a post-antibiotic era. Immediate global action is
needed, they say, if dire consequences are to be avoided within just a few years.

This would involve cutting down on the unnecessary prescription of antibiotics and
providing incentives to pharmaceutical companies to develop new drugs. Research
would be needed into how antibiotics in farming affect the growth of drug-resistant
strains of bacteria.

The experts warn that without effective antibiotics, treatments ranging from minor
surgery to current cancer chemotherapy regimes could become impossible and that
deaths from infections in developed countries might return to levels last seen in the early
20th century.

They also say healthcare costs would probably spiral, as we'd be forced to resort to
newer, more expensive drugs and stay in hospital for longer when recovering from illness.
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Questions

1. True or false? Health experts want doctors to stop giving out unnecessary

prescriptions.
2.
3.

see again?

What should pharmaceutical companies be given to develop new drugs?
In relation to this story, what happened in the early 20* century that we might

4. Why might healthcare costs increase if no action is taken?

Vocabulary and definitions

post-antibiotic era JE Pt AEER AR
dire consequences CIR SRS
prescription 77, HiJ5

incentives

B, 2L

drug-resistant strains 1y 245 28 B
effective AR
treatments =PI

regimes T

spiral SR

to resort to YR T, KRBT
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Answers to the questions:

1. True or false? Health experts want doctors to stop giving out unnecessary
prescriptions.
Answer: True. Experts want them to cut down on the unnecessary prescription of
antibiotics.

2. What should pharmaceutical companies be given to develop new drugs?
Answer: Incentives.

3. In relation to this story, what happened in the early 20" century that we might
see again?
Answer: The level of deaths from infections in developed countries.

4. Why might healthcare costs increase if no action is taken?
Answer: People would have to use more expensive drugs and stay in hospital for
longer when recovering from illness.
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