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Question

Hello, I’'m Catherine and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week.

And I’'m Jean. And our question today comes from Chen Wenyu, who
wants to know the difference between two quite similar words.

Let’s hear the question.

Hello BBC. What's the difference between "recovery" and "restoration"? Can | replace
recovery and restoration with each other? Many thanks for your answer. Chen Wenyu
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Sometimes they have very similar meanings, but sometimes they are quite
different.
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Well, looking at the verb forms, both recover and restore can mean ‘to put
something back to the way it was before’ especially when something was
good, and then it went bad. Both recover and restore can mean ‘make it
good again’.
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Here’s an example. Two people are talking about someone’s health.

Has your mum recovered from her illness?
Well, she’s feeling a lot better, but the doctor says it will be another month
before her health is fully restored.
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Well, there are several ways the two words are used differently. For
example, when you take an old building, ornament or piece of furniture,
and you clean and repair it so that it looks exactly like it did when it was
new — that’s restoration.
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Yes, and that’s a major restoration project. In this example, restoration
means repairing, cleaning and putting things back to the way they were
before. And the word recovery, in this context, means finding things that
were lost or forgotten.
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‘Rescue’ is a good way of putting it, yes. Do you know when the Titanic
was found?
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Yes Jean, it was, and although the Titanic sunk way back in 1912, the
remains of the sunken ship were only found in 1985.
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Exactly. Lots of items were recovered, including furniture and the
passengers’ personal belongings.
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I expect some of the recovered items have been restored.
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More or less, yes. But don’t forget, sometimes we use the two words
interchangeably. When 1 lose a folder from my computer, | call the IT
support line. Sometimes | ask them to restore the folder, sometimes | ask
them to recover it. 1 don't care how they do it, | just want my folder back!
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Technically yes, | expect there is a difference. But in everyday English, this
is an example of how the words ‘restore’ and ‘recover’ are used to mean
pretty much the same thing.
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Goodbye!
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