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Rob: Hello, I'm Rob. Welcome to another edition of Question and Answer of the
Week. Joining me in the studio today is Feifei — hi Feifei!

Feifei: AN, ANEL, AR

Rob: Err, Feifei, could you say hello please?

Feifei: No... no... no..

Rob: That's a bit rude.

Feifei: Oh sorry, | was just thinking to myself about the word 'no’.

Rob: Fascinating!

Feifei: Yes, I'm trying to work out how to help one of our listeners who sent us a

question to answer.
Rob: Oh yes?

Feifei: It's from Libbin Peng who says: | always confuse the grammatical use
for words 'no, not & not to'. Could you please explain how to use them?

Could you also give me some simple examples please? Thanks.

Rob: Thanks Libbin. There's no question too big or too small that we can't
answer.
Feifei: Libbin [ @2 B4 X 5 #id no A5, not A&, % F, &f not to A%, | guess

these words are not all the same?

Rob: No. Let's start with that word, 'no'. Firstly, if you respond to a question
negatively then that's when you can say no. For example:

Example

Can | have a pay rise?

No!

Feifei: 7 EHXAM T2, no MEEEEA. 7. It's a very negative word.
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Rob: Yes! No can also be used as a determiner to express quantity. It's used in
front of singular and plural nouns to mean 'not any', but we say 'no' to
give it more negative effect. So instead of:

Example

He must lead a lonely life: he doesn't have a wife and he doesn't have any children.

Rob: We say...
Example

He must lead a lonely life in that village: he has no wife and no children.

Feifei: XEAH$E no R not any, &N TINEES, MSmIFAAERA.

Rob: Also with countable nouns, 'no' is normally followed by plural forms, like
this:

Examples

No students got an A grade in their exams this year.
No trains are running today because of the snow.

Feifei: No Ja i Al DL 4 i A e S 4, Hrp 844 in 2 iU 0P L. And Rob, we see
the word 'no’ used in lots of signs?

Rob: Yes, like 'no smoking', 'no entry' and 'no eating in the studio' — Feifei could
you put that sandwich away please?

Feifei: No! Well, not unless we talk about the word 'not’.

Rob: OK, well 'not’ is used to make a clause or sentence negative. Used before
a verb, it makes it negative, a bit like this:

Example

Can we go home please? I'm really not enjoying this film.

Rob: It can also be used before an adjective:
Example

not beautiful

Feifei: XH not AK€ Ja i AT 2 o
Rob: Or a noun phrase.
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Examples:

not the best

not my fault

Feifei: XH not FHRE € 5 1H ) 44 W FL TG .

Rob: Or a prepositional phrase.

Example

not in here

Feifei: Not 75 & Ji5 [l F¥I /1 18] Fi i o

Rob: Or even an adverb.

Example

not quickly

Feifei: Not & 7] LLHI SR A5 58 o I R o L1 Fir 28 B BT 41 542 F not Sk 8 — A A) 7 el

MA]. It's not a very positive word is it?
Rob: It's not. And remember the word not often gets contracted into the

previous auxiliary verb. For example, ‘could not' becomes ‘couldn't’, and
‘cannot’ becomes ‘can't'.

Example
When | phoned my friend I couldn't get a reply.

Feifei: FE not F1EhA) A I H Bl E 248 S, 0 BT could not 455 ik
couldn't. Finally Rob, we've got to talk about 'not to' A Z,

Rob: This is often used in a negative instruction or command and is another way
of saying you must not do something. For example:

Examples
You are not to walk on the motorway at any time.
We were told not to eat the pork because it hadn't been cooked.

Feifei: LTI AR B not to SRR HIIES, SIMAEMT A FEE . 448, not to B
A E SR
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Example

I decided to eat the two-week-old bread.

| decided not to eat the two-week old bread.

Rob: So Feifei, are we clearer about these negative words?

Feifei: Much clearer Rob and hopefully we helped Libbin too.

Rob: And what should other people do if there's something about the English
language they do not understand? Give up?

Feifei: No Rob! #RIREGE TR % > B B, BRI A RATE T, s3]
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. FREHZ.

Rob: Bye bye!
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