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Hello, I'm Jennifer, and welcome to another edition of Question and
Answer of the Week. Joining me in the studio today is Li — hi Li!

REUFRAEMH o

In this programme, we answer any guestions you have about
learning English. What's this week's question, Li?

A BATEME Andy F2H AL, A2 X RS 1

I enjoy looking up at night. Sometimes | want to share my joy with others, but |
can't name the planets in English. I wish | could learn some words and phrases
about astronomy.

Jennifer: Fantastic! | don't think we've had a question from a stargazer
before. A stargazer is an astronomer - or someone who likes
looking at the night sky.

Li: A stargazer EiRWEE, —AEXNERE MRS 22N

Jennifer: There are lots of words and phrases which are linked to astronomy
and the sky at night, so let's talk first of all about the solar system.

Li: The solar system KFH%&. That means the planets, right?

Jennifer: Well, not just the planets, but we'll start with them. Do you think
you can name them all in English?

Li: Hmm... F&ae G ORI R AT E A F UK ? - Well, there is Earth
HER — that's easy.

Jennifer: Correct! Earth, or planet Earth, is the planet that we live on. It's
the third closest to the sun. But which two planets are closer?
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I always get them in the wrong order! Is one of them Mars? ‘K 2Lt
iy IR i B K BH BT A AN ?

I'm afraid not. Mars, which is sometimes called the red planet in
English, is the fourth planet away from the sun, it comes after
Earth. The two closest are Mercury and Venus. Mercury is tiny, and
Venus is around the same size as Earth.

Mercury and Venus /K242 . & 88 KPH BRI K HES T YA
wAZ: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars... RJ51g?

The next few planets are sometimes called the gas giants in English,
because they're gigantic and, well, made of gas. They are Jupiter, the
biggest planet in the solar system, and Saturn. Saturn is well-known
as it has a ring of ice and rock in its orbit. If you orbit something, you
circle it or go around it.

KE Jupiter; & Saturn J2& % B8 FE BT (1) i HEAL 5 TR0 75 1 P A T
2. MTERERN “ERSEITRE” 'gas giants'. FRgE R K2 — Bl UK
Ak, GHUEMNATHZ orbit.

The last two are Uranus and Neptune. These are very cold, icy
planets, because they're so far away from the sun.

TR RFEE — Uranus —f1iE £ £ — Neptune — 7EKFH &1\ KAT 2

M ATTRE R BH iz, tHERYs, VKA icy.
So those are the planets — I'll test you at the end to see if you can

remember them. Now, as well as the planets, there are other
things that you might see in the night sky... Can you think of any?

Stars, obviously, especially on a clear night. B, A0S 2 JE 50 &
—EE, FEIIE B URIA?

It's called a constellation — and that's where we get star signs from!
F JE5 /2 a constellation. What is your star sign, Jen?

Well, I'm a typical Sagittarius. Something else that you might see if
you are using a telescope is a comet. A comet is a piece of rock
which is orbiting the sun.

A, ST E, comets WRZFRAE, &l K RIETEL RS
TRV, UK vk, RIBRAK. A Ti8H A5 the moon,

Jen.
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Jennifer:

Well, there's actually more than one! Earth has its moon, that's the
one which we are all familiar with, but many of the other planets
have moons too. Saturn has nine!

Li: Wow, nine moons! There's so much going on in space.

Jennifer: | think the most exciting thing is that the universe is so big, there
is so much left to discover.

Li: And it's constantly expanding, too! F*# universe s& IR,
Could there be life on other planets?

Jennifer: Who knows? I'd love to find out. Now, speaking of planets, | said
I'd test you at the end of the programme, so here goes. Can you
name all of the planets of the solar system, in English?

Li: OK, ##B B RBHMIEEE, MWK, e 1kIK N Mercury, Venus, Earth,
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus... and... Neptune?

Jennifer: Correct! You're a grade A student. Well, Andy, | hope that we have
answered your question. Now that we've given you some
vocabulary, why not write to us and tell us what you've seen
through your telescope?

Li: ARRT CAFEAAR P PP 1 B H At (7] R T H IR A 2R FRATT, FRATTAHIR A8 2
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. BT, 4!

Jennifer: Byel!
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