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Neil: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Neil and joining
me in the studio today is Li.
Yang Li: Hi there.

Neil: On this programme, we answer your questions about English, so Li, cast your
eyes over this one from Sun Ling.

Yang Li: NI Neil iEIREFE LIS . To cast your eyes over something =Rt 2F—
F. At 'to cast' fENFNAIEA HAL—LLH%.

Neil And that's exactly what Sun Ling wants to know more about. She writes: "I
don't know how to use the word 'cast' as it has a lot of different meanings.
Which ones are used most frequently?

Yang Li: FNERRELLIERATRE 'cast' XA LR L. So Neil, what is the most common
use of the word 'cast' then?

Neil: 'Cast’' is most commonly used as a verb to describe something being thrown
or falling upon something else.

Yang Li: BN EEER, . Neil gezs/Ml+1s?
Neil: Well, a fisherman might cast his net - or throw it - into the sea to catch fish.
Yang Li: FEZ U AT R0 f i 5t & cast his net into the sea.

Neil: And during an election, you will cast your vote - literally, moving the piece of
paper into the ballot box.

Yang Li: Of course! Kikif, FA14H X/, cast your vote EERKZE, HHCHA 2=
P2k 224 B

Neil: It can also be used metaphorically.

Yang Li: Metaphorically R %, X AREZ, cast A WRLE L ¥ AN ?
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For example, I asked you at the start to 'cast your eyes' over the question -
so you 'throw' your eyes upon the words on the page. If the weather is
overcast, the clouds might cast a shadow on the ground - so the shadow
falls on the ground.

[ 255 H T A6 AR A, Neil iERITIRIE B4R b, w2 tem, POy BATTREIEIRER
THITRIIBUT A T7 . g e 048 R BRI B R K T — 22k n 5.

In many fairy tales, a wicked witch might cast a spell over someone - think
of it as throwing an evil spell at someone!

T S TR AR AR AR L AR 2 B AR T, to cast a spell, an evil spirit, at someone!

One phrase that you might read quite a lot in English is 'to cast doubt upon
something'. That means something is questioned.

FHME] HE AR ERATIE S FE W BAATS, AT A FIER R MSE to cast doubt
upon something.

Let's hear some examples of 'to cast doubt upon' something.

The results of the by-election have cast doubt upon the political party's future.

The newspaper article cast doubt upon the ability of the government to solve the banking

crisis.

Yang Li: DL b SRR S . AN 'cast'. IR 2 AR AT

Neil: So we've seen that there are many uses of 'cast' as a verb, mostly to do
with the idea of throwing or movement.

Yang Li: PLEFATTHHE T 'cast' fE SR —E A, AL et HERIE. Can you give
us some examples of 'cast' as a noun, Neil?

Neil: OK let me see... Do you like going to the theatre?

Yang Li: Yes, I love the theatre!

Neil: Well, the group of actors in a play is called 'the cast'.

Yang Li: —BRg UL O A R 4H Bl H BTt 2 'the cast'. That's a useful word
to know.

Neil: And how about this: if you break your arm, what happens?

Yang Li: Oh I hope that doesn't happen. U R/RIEIEEERPT T ... You go to the hospital.

Neil: Well, yes, that's true, but what happens there?

Yang Li: EAKBSIRITAE - the doctor will cover your arm in plaster.
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Neil:

And that plaster is called a...

Yang Li: Cast!

Neil: Exactly! Your arm will be put into a plaster cast which becomes hard. So, as
you can see, there are really dozens of meanings behind the word cast.

Yang Li: T, SheAs AR E BT BXRA B, AR, 'cast' XA HLi]
IRAA IR Z . AN an R Ree 242 DL BB\ FZERE, SR AR 4 N1 .

Neil: Don't forget that if you have a question you'd like us to answer, you can
send us an email.

Yang Li: e HABR 22 AR A JE 2 5] BRI, R R, FRATTR IR AR 2
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Neil: Bye.

Yang Li: Bye.
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