Q and A of the Week 7R o] &
Impact, influence or effect

=

. KT B VR
IETERS AR T HHE Rl KX i ITRE R R R s G FE 0 T H 19 203

. VTR T F R 1R H R

Yang Li: RE WX (RAIFEED T5H. I'm Yang Li.

Chris: And hello I'm Chris. So Li, we need to start with a question.

Yang Li: I know Chris and you'll be pleased to know, I have one ready to answer. It's
all about the different names for cheese and...

Chris: ...really? Couldn’t we try my question? It's much more interesting and it’s
quite easy to answer.

Yang Li: Really? Are you trying to persuade me to use your question? Chris 7] 5A& %t
IPNGO vl

Chris: Well...yes, I'm trying to influence you to choose this question from Shuai Yu.
Let’s hear it and you’'ll see why...

Insert:

Hello! I have a question. What's the difference between impact, influence and effect?
How can I use them in different situations? Thanks.

Yang Li:

Chris:

Yang Li:

Chris:

W Shuai Yu [F]220) ) /L Wy b 2s it A SR 3RA 1S Bh e — T impact, influence and
effect X =/NHEFIEAHA XA, FAX =/MAEME LA EmrE L. Well
Chris, you have certainly influenced me to use this question.

I'm glad my influencing skills worked. These words all have similar meanings
but also subtle differences. They all involve affecting something, a person or
group of people.

AN, X =AM EA ) BB E R EA T X &4 ? But Chris, where are
these subtle differences?

Let’s start with impact. This is a particularly strong effect or influence. Using
the word as a verb, it means someone does something that causes someone
else to drastically change what they do or what they think. And this effect
can be quite sudden.
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Yang Li: W2 Ui Impact XM FRos — MR L2 DA E KRIs2m 7. It's a bit like the
smell of your aftershave - strong and sudden! Let’s hear some examples:

Examples:
-The subjects you choose to study at school may impact your whole
career.

-The loss of several staff has made a real impact on the company’s output.

Chris: So impact is strong - it has a major effect whereas influence is a more
subtle effect. It's a sort of power that can change how people think or act
and do.

Yang Li: M Z R influence IX/NAIFE JJFE BB AZZAI—LE, LRanpaE Byl kR #F ok, s
RN — MBS EML 52 we sometimes hear about B 0 /1A - influential
people - don't we?

Chris: Yes. Influential people do things that cause us to change our behaviour or
what we think. We are influenced by them sometimes without really thinking
about it.

Yang Li: And if I encourage you to start eating healthy food like me, then you can say

I am a good influence on you?

Chris: I could say that but I would have to do it first! I think it’s far easier to hear
some examples:

Examples:

-That salesman really influenced me to buy a 42 inch screen TV and not the 32 inch one.
-Salesman can be so persuasive!

-The offer of a promotion and more money influenced him to leave us and move to London.
-My style of music was influenced by the punk rock bands of the 1970s.

Chris: Hopefully Li we've persuaded or influenced you to think there are differences
between the words impact and influence.

Yang Li: Yes Chris you have been very influential. But what about the word ‘effect’ ?

Chris: Well, effect is the result or consequence of an action. If the result is big, we
can say it has a big effect. This can also be described as a major impact.

Yang Li: RKail, effect smiREEER, WHEMBERIIZCR, FEMBRERIME AN 4%, &
FRISR 0 TX A1 SR T P2 R SR SR AR P AR

Chris: Yes and if we are influenced by something or someone the effect - or result
- is softer or more subtle.

Yang Li: Well the effect of today’s programme is that hopefully, Shuai Yu is clearer on
the subtle differences between impact, influence and effect.
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Chris: I hope so. If you want to make an impact on this programme why not send
us a question?

Yang Li: & PN =2 B S N4 162 i | e B = a1 TR =iy N R TR B o5 | W L L
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk RAEHEIRET a) BRI, 0] I 24 5% MR BRI .
BAl—w R

Chris: We look forward to hearing from you. Bye.

Yang Li: s Bye bye.
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