Q and A of the Week 4R W) B2
Prime minister or president?
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Neil: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week, I'm Neil and I'm
joined for this programme by Li. Hi Li.

Li: Hello Neil, you will like this question. 4K FATH e U G ] X 2 5558 oo [ 52
T R I o

Neil: Here's the question we've been sent: 'l am confused about the title of
leaders. For example, sometimes we call the top leader of a country
"president” or "prime minister”. While sometimes | have heard
"chancellor” or some other titles.

Li: That's a good one. $i& 77 AN KX [ 5 E I FIFRIE A A A I << B a0 A i
CCEANTTAN OR R, XA N

Neil: It's true there are different ways of describing the political leader of a
country. Here in the United Kingdom, we have a prime minister, but in the
USA they have a president.

Li: AP S, BEE AL a prime minister AN S5 F [0SR B4 a
president. P 2 o4 4 X 5?2

Neil: An important expression here is head of state.

Li: [EZ 15k head of state.

Neil: In the UK our head of state is the Queen. However, her role is largely
symbolic.

Li: [ 2 F AR R 1 5 i ) A 00 3 MR AR ) symbolic.

Neil: The real power lies with the prime minister. The prime minister is the
leader of the majority party in parliament and therefore the head of the
government.
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FLIEA SERRTBUR 1 2 0% B P A . TR DR 1 AR 104 2 BB i ik . But
what about the Queen's Speech? [ RpeE e [F 02 TF4E Kt b, 2 FARHS & %
RFEFEING, FATBUNEAR 4 B APIBOS £ 2

Yes, but the speech is written by the government. The Queen doesn't
have the power to decide what goes into the Queen’'s Speech!

Did you hear the Queen's Speech on the TV yesterday?
Yeah, the government is going to increase taxes and cut spending.
It sounds like it'll be a tough year.

OK, so the person called the '‘prime minister' is usually the head of the
government, but not the head of state — even if they have the most
political power in the country.

Yes, that's right. AR BUN KIS N, BRI SRR BUAEUMBEARIFA
o [ P 1 51 T
So, let's move onto ‘president’.

When a country has a president, that person is usually the head of state.
And often, they have a large amount of political power as well. This is the
case with the USA, France and Russia, for example. These countries are
republics, meaning they do not have a monarchy.

Republic 3LH1[E. Monarchy w8 FBUASCE £ 586 MR AL E K1 0%
president B}z B 5 5 I th 2 f m BUA ST N

So France has a new President.

Yes, it sounds like he's going to make loads of changes.

Yeah, the changes he wants to make could have a massive impact on the
Eurozone.

MR R A8 P AW H A TR MR R — B2 Bt A DA die ey LA AL AR BT K
ITEBUASCE Rl A2 VA I R 0

But then there are other countries which have both a president and a
prime minister!

Argh this is getting confusing now! {4474 [E X BEA S48 a president 147 &
#H a prime minister!

In some cases, such as Germany and Italy, the president is similar to the
British Queen — mainly a symbolic head of state — with the prime minister
holding the real power.

FHUEE S, b E A= R,  president JUTEE & ERRAETERI M€, T SEACH]
FEEMFH prime minister.
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Neil: But...

Li: I know what you're going to say. 77 7h—SE[E 5, Rt ABLeRE A S48 A A
prime minister [EZKHE, A ENEFELSE, AE?

Neil: And just one more thing to explain...

Li: The chancellor. iX ‘chancellor' FIJ& &A% XWe?

Neil: It's simply the German word for the position of prime minister.

Li: X244 chancellor TXA™ ] gt 7 T8 HH A R 755 o B v A M3 A N2 3] i

Neil: We hope that answered your question.

Li: A SR A [7) 2 A 9 2 o B S0 [ SO T R ) R BE I 45 AT A T B A, 3K
AT HRAE J& questions.chinaelt@bbce.co.uk.

Li: So Neil, what would you do if you were president?

Neil: Don't you mean prime minister, as we're in the UK?

Li: No, I mean president of the United States.

Neil: Can | be president of France instead?

Li: No you can be prime minister of France if you like.

Neil: How about the chancellor of Germany? (to fade)
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