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William: Hello and welcome to another edition of your favourite programme about
English grammar and vocabulary, Question and Answer of the Week. Now
we're just waiting for Feifei... ah... that could be her....
FX - Sounds of commotion, crashing

William: Oh dear.

FX — Sound of a vase smashing

Feifei: (off) Oh no!

William: Sit down Feifei, before you do any more damage.

Feifei: W, JXALE AR FAEANL, RV, FER TR AL RI.

William: You know Feifei, | really think that you should get some new glasses.
Feifei: PRUBAHEAE R, PR i S LA RIS 7. But Will, 1 have a question.

You said "l really think you should get some new glasses". Can you also say
"I think you should get some really new glasses"?

William: Ah well, that's an interesting question. And as it happens, we have been
asked something similar by one of our listeners, Lan Shenzhen from China.
Lan Shenzhen sent us an email at guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk and she
said:

I have a question about the order of an adverb in a sentence: what is the difference
between the sentence "My family really isn't different from yours" and the sentence "My
family isn't really different from yours"?

Feifei: PRIEWI A ) 8 —FE, A Lan Shenzhen #1182 55 TR adverbs, Jtil27E
A E A AE A FAS R & g, B REE RS AR,

William: Well we'll come back to Lan Shenzhen's example sentences later in the
programme. Now, there are many types of adverbs and they can describe
almost any type of word — verbs, adjectives or nouns with articles.
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Where you put the adverb in the sentence tells the listener what thing you
are describing. | said "I really think you should get some new glasses". And
here, the word ‘really' comes before 'think' and therefore it emphasises my
belief, it says that this is a very strong belief.

Kk i really HIWZE T30 think 285, IPALEX A4 T H really =250 (1) /2
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However, in the sentence you mentioned - "l think you should get some
really new glasses"...

'Really' comes before 'new' so these have to be very new, cutting-edge,
technologically-advanced glasses. iXHH T #ii really ZRIA MBS IEH i T
H]iEEs

Yes, so that difference in meaning is fairly clear. But less clear, and
perhaps more important, is where to put the word ‘really’' in negative
statements.

BATIAE KV negative statement 75 5E ik, ok HAUFJF Lanshen $2Hi )
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Listen to these two statements. Which do you think is stronger?

Voice 1: | don't really like you.
Voice 2: 1 really don't like you.
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Well, neither of those sentences was very nice!

No, but which was stronger, Feifei?

The second one, "l really don't like you™.

That's right. And the reason for that is that here the word ‘'really’ comes
before and modifies that negative particle ‘don't' so what we're emphasising

here is the negative, the fact that | don't like you!
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Well, let's hear her examples again...

...what is the difference between the sentence "my family really isn't different from
yours" and the sentence "my family isn't really different from yours"?
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William:

So can you work out the difference in meaning, Feifei?

Feifei: Hmm. | think "my family really isn't different from yours" is stronger 34
RAJERIE H—MEEAES, SE NFARMI K Z B AR 2270, AR
HAL

William: That's right!

Feifei: AL FRATNAZ S A BRI AW 2 "my family isn't really different from
yours"?

William: Well in fact here, the word 'really’ has a slightly different function. So far
we've discussed how you can use the word ‘really’ to add emphasis. But
you can also use it to soften what you say.

Feifei: i really B T A SsSB40, 60T DRI TE? X EE AN UE?

William: I know, it's difficult, but if you say "my family isn't really different from
yours" it's sort of saying yes, there are some differences, but not many.
Now, we can also use the word really at the start of a sentence. And this
again has a slightly different function — it sort of means: this is what | think
about this whole issue. It summarises my belief.

Feifei: WMARAER) T H really, M4 really B4R UGG ORI RRLGIRIIZEAH] 11
William?

William: Yes. How about this: "Really Feifei, |1 think you need to get some new
glasses!"

Feifei: Oh, stop talking about my glasses!

William: Ok. Time to go — thanks for your question, Lan Shenzhen, | really did enjoy
answering it.

Feifei: Ha ha — and don't forget our email address: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
Byel

William: Bye.
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