Q and A of the Week /5 ] F&F
Where and whereabouts
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Jackie: Hello, welcome to Question and Answer of the week! I'm Jackie and with me
today is Helen... And with me today is Helen! Helen? Say hello! Oh dear.
There's no Helen. Where's Helen? Has anyone seen Helen?

Voices: No! Sorry. Haven't seen her!

Jackie: Hmmm.... oh dear. What are we going to do? Helen's whereabouts is a
mystery.

Helen: Jackie!

Jackie: There you are!

Helen: Yes, I'm really sorry. AUfFE~, TRBT . RNIA BLIRA 4K ?

Jackie: | was saying 'Helen's whereabouts is a mystery'.

Helen: I 2 Ak ?

Jackie: Your whereabouts.

Helen: i) whereabouts? Wi KiE A RiATPE? LIRAIANMRS ? FJnTE FA 1R 2 154 53
%,

Jackie: No. Your whereabouts is where you are. Or in this case, where you aren't!

Helen: 1 whereabouts JERAEWIE . HMM, J84 where il whereabouts 4 AN F
We 2

Jackie: Well, that's exactly what Xingzhou from Xi'an wants to know! Xingzhou

writes: what's the difference between where and whereabouts?

Helen: TR AL FATELARAARRE — N WA F 3] 1) D e
Jackie: Yes!
Q and A of the Week fR A Tk % © British Broadcasting Corporation 2012

Page 1 of 4
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Helen: FeAi14niE where [ A,

Jackie: Yes, it means at, in, or to what place.
Helen: SRR T . Where {E 4RI, G0 HILE R AL, .
Examples

Where did you meet him?

Where are you going?

Where's my coat?

Where can | find books about cooking?
I don't know where that came from.

Helen: AR i A, .

Examples
Please stay where you are.

I know where there's a good restaurant.
I don't know where | am going.
He should get a good view from where he's sitting.

Helen: WAL A% where [R5 YL, 384 whereabouts & E A 015 ) LIE ?

Jackie: Well, whereabouts has a similar meaning, but it's used in a slightly different
way. It can mean 'where' or 'approximately where'?

Helen: Whereabouts 1] DL 7l 5Ll R 7E M 5L o
Jackie: For example:
Examples

Whereabouts do you live?
I live near Beijing.

Whereabouts are you from?
I'm from Manchester.

Whereabouts is that great restaurant we went to?
It's by the canal.

Helen: Whereabouts fil where & 87 A2 (H RO 28, 4 G AR ZEAR S IE B2 N HAR{E 1l
i, WamiE B where, A& whereabouts.

Jackie: Yes, for example, if you wanted someone's exact address, you wouldn't say
'whereabouts' do you live?

Helen: i N whereabouts do you live A fRTS 2] H[RIZ0K & LB G X, A
e H AR AL W AR R

Jackie: Where do you live?
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Helen: BB LU AR X ey ), ] DURAR PR stk . ELARR R AT TR L R AR K3t
b, BRI e -

Jackie: What's your address? But whereabouts can also be used as a noun to mean
the place where something or someone is. It often has a sense of mystery or
unknown.

Helen: Whereabouts A LU 44 1453 N WAL T o FRATTE W AN BEA 5 H A4 it

A whereabouts.

Examples
His whereabouts is unknown.

I'm unsure of Jane's whereabouts.
Her whereabouts will be revealed later.
The weapon's whereabouts was never discovered.

Helen: i HLAF A B B BA T N SE ) whereabouts i FH7E 4 i T A 4% )5 -
Jackie: Jane whereabouts is unknown.

Helen: AR T, izt

Jackie: Jane's whereabouts is unknown.

Helen: TR RART

Jackie: I'm unsure of he whereabouts.

Helen: INREPE

Jackie: I'm unsure of his whereabouts.

Helen: AR K AT R SR BEAN ) Z A FATTAE T LA 7SR A o AR L

Jackie: Helen's whereabouts is unknown.

Helen: Whereabouts &4, {HEATTAREDL:

Jackie: Helen's where is unknown.

Helen: Wit KA 2h L. ZH where [f116, FRAT# -

Jackie: It's not known where Helen is. But now we do know where Helen is!
Helen: Yes, my whereabouts has been revealed. Here 1 am!

Jackie: I hope that was helpful. For more language questions, go to

bbcukchina.com.

Helen: WRARA FEAEE AR, WA R, FATTI IR AR
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk #i§r. Bye bye!
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Jackie: Bye!
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