BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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AR

Every & (4™

Jackie: Hello, I'm Jackie.

Li: And I'm Li. Welcome to Question and Answer of the Week.

Jackie: Which we do every week!

Li: Yes.

Jackie: We hope you listen every time. Every moment is such fun! Did you know

Li that I've decided to get fit and every day | go running?

Li: Jackie, you're using the word 'every' a lot. 2ANEAS K (FRiFRZD) 5 H A
‘every' X/ LA R ?

Jackie: Li! You know me well! Every time you guess what | am up to!

Li: ARAFRMAA SR BER AL, AR IR L S H] every X AN JLE T

Jackie: Not true! Well, ok, sort of true. I go every week, at least.

Li: LEWEEZ B IEAL, BES R BZH AR,

Jackie: Well, this week, we have a question from Shan in Hong Kong about

the use of the word...
Jackie + Li: 'every'!

Jackie: Shan writes: "I don't know if it's correct to say 'l go to church every
Sundays'. It seems correct as | want to use Sunday with s at the end to
talk about a repeated event. But, according to a grammar book ‘every' is
followed by a singular noun.”

Li: Shan #KI1E ‘every' 1X/MA RN RE A 5 2044 17— i .
Jackie: So what Shan wants to say is:
Example
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I go to church every Sundays.

Jackie: But can he?
Li: No! Every & — ARz, HEER A4 miEH .
Example

I go to church every Sunday.

Jackie: But why? Surely, if it's every Sunday, that's a lot of Sundays, so it
becomes plural.

Li: AAPRAS. (5% every BAMA each %K%, FIRISERIBELAL T, HTLL
—AFAE AR, T

Example
Every Monday | go to work.

I watch TV every evening.
Each time he visits, he brings a gift.

Jackie: Every day | go jogging!
Li: Yes! Wikl fRsE 4 e i, Al TGSl — e 2 08, Wl a)
Examples

Every child plays a musical instrument.
Every meal is served with salad.
Each painting is unique.

Jackie: So it would be wrong to say 'Every meal are served with salad’
because we are talking about each meal separately: Every meal is served
with salad.

However, every is used before a plural noun in expressions that
refer to intervals.

Li: Yes, that's a very good point. Every XA th ] LLFR & — B ], i ap A2
W, ERAE=AS H AL,

Examples
He checks his watch every five minutes.

Every two weeks | visit my parents.
Every three hours you should take a break.

Li: AREERF TR, AERE B A se ] each, HfgfiH] every.

Jackie: That’s right, you can’t say "each two weeks | visit my parents”, only every
is used before a plural noun in expressions that refer to intervals.
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Li

Jackie:

Li:

Jackie:

Examples
On weekdays

Thank you Jackie. | hope that makes things clearer, Shan.

And we haven't quite finished; there's another little part to Shan's
question, here it is: "I know 'on Mondays' (with s) means 'every Monday"',
but does 'in Decembers’' mean ‘every December'?"

That's a good question!

It's true that we can say on Mondays, on weekends, on weekdays,
and so on, in the plural to mean ‘every'. For example:

I work in the city.

On Fridays | go swimming.

Li:

Jackie:

Li:

Jackie:

Li:

Jackie + Li:

(BIB|C

R (AT
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AfETEE R ARG in Decembers, & on Decembers ik 2 [AAE 1 PR EVEH

So instead of saying, for example, "In Decembers | go on holiday"
you would have to use the word ‘every': "Every December | go on
holiday."

If, MAERCRML—F, every 5 BR e il ] LARR & 5444 i B8R E e — B
IR R A A R . R R — R LR — R AT B on, bl on Tuesdays #:4>
AT, AN UERUE every Tuesday.

Well that's all for now, but don't forget, you can send your

questions to questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

We hope you visit bbcukchina.com every day!

Byel!


mailto:questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

