BBC Learning English
Q and A of the Week /R [a] 3R &
Begin to do A7 begin doing X 5/
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Question

Hello! I am a loyal listener of your programme. Can you tell me the differences between
‘begin to do something’ and ‘begin doing something’? Best regards, Winter Wang.

Feifei: B0 Winter Wang AR . 3 A ] @ AR D ) 352 2 2] T8 BB AR I A
FEAE, FRABM NI @M. FIHRITRE R 7% AR %301 begin J5TH
MiZHAE ‘to do’, A mHE X iZHsh 414 ‘doing’.

Begin to do il begin doing #iA Gt FH & A,

Examples

Man: I began to learn Chinese when | was 15.

Woman: I began learning Chinese when | was 15.

Feifei: WA A A T begin + ASERA begin + 44, XA IE ) EEAHE
A, B “3 15 B iEITiRy: > h 3. 7
B2 2 598 begin #HAEMATI S A7y, JEHEHE HAER to do. il
GIP

Examples

Man: My friend Linda is beginning to get very anxious about her forthcoming
English exam.

Woman: After waiting an hour for the bus, | was beginning to get annoyed.

Feifei: A XA B BB AR N R S IS iE B T AR I B A 2 . XA R DA
AT, FrLE begin WA T 3hiAl A€ “to get very anxious’.
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A B T IRAEEBR, FELATF R R . ) I 75 i 5
AT S, BrUAE begin R T 2hii A UE A ‘to get annoyed.”

R RILAAE R KT JLAHI4), 3G IRREA B4R X L ) AR AL 3 T

Examples

| began to understand the expression ‘no pain, no gain’.

We are beginning to realise that money doesn’t grow on trees.

He began to wonder if pigs could fly after all.

Feifei: Wy SR EATTARBA R I 7 705 2 dn SRAE $3A] begin J5fEHE understand, realise,
wonder 555 RB L EER SRR, TR begin ERHAE to + ZhiAEA. &
Ja, MR AT FEERYIA R, AEE 2/ begin FAEHAERN, B THK
Bl E)IXFE

Examples

Water will begin to boil when it reaches 100 degrees.

The snow on the ground has begun to melt.

Feifei: FHAM TR EEE “OKF] 100 EREHERSIT 77 2 B AR R R B
THGRMAL 77 o IXPAIE I EAEGEY), FrRAE begin JEIHEEH 1 3hia A g R
AT A 182 NI A

Examples

I will begin jogging again when the weather becomes warmer.

The sisters fell out and hadn’t spoken to each other for 3 years. They have only just

begun speaking again.

Feifei: 17, BRI E AR R B IX % begin to do Al begin doing 71§ i _E 1
— BN X

W Winter Wang &R 1A @, SRARTE S35 2% 2] o 38 BT fa] e @, W i i & il
AR EE AT FATHIBESE & questions.chinaelt@bbce.co.uk. Rk HH£.
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